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Background

The Town of Cobourg and the Cobourg Public Library have partnered
since 2013 to provide schools with educational activities about James
Cockburn and 19t century life.

This annual celebration occurs at Victoria Hall every February with
hundreds of students, historical demonstrations, games and

refreshments.

Due to COVID-19 safety restrictions, this event cannot take place in
2021. This resource has been created in-lieu of the annual event.

Slides with Audio: the script is available in the notes.



Territorial Land Acknowledgement

The Town of Cobourg respectfully acknowledge that we are
located in the traditional and treaty territory of the Michi Saagiig
(Mississauga) and Chippewa Nations, collectively known as the
Williams Treaties First Nations, which include: Curve Lake,
Hiawatha, Alderville, Scugog Island, Rama, Beausoleil, and
Georgina Island First Nations.



Acknowledgement

The Town of Cobourg respectfully acknowledge that the Williams
Treaties First Nations have been stewards and caretakers of these
lands and waters, and that today remain vigilant over their health
and integrity for generations to come.

We are all Treaty people.



Who is James Cockburn? Quick Links:

James Cockburn video by the Cobourg
Museum Foundation _(8 mins)

Canada West (25 mins)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTmMG_lkBgQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTmMG_lkBgQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgiFavEMKas&feature=emb_logo

More Quick Links

James Cockburn play, written by Rob Washburn,
performed by Rob Franklin 2018 (15 mins)

Honourable James Cockburn website

Robert Washburn interviewing Hon. James

Cockburn (played by Rob Franklin) Podcast from
"Consider This” 89.7 FM Radio (20 mins)



https://vimeo.com/283552915
http://www.honourablejamescockburn.ca/
https://consider-this.ca/happy-birthday-james-a-special-interview-with-a-father-of-confederation-first-speaker-of-the-house-of-commons/?fbclid=IwAR3iVnSuCsv7-UcWUPkRkkfNstpNcd1p1nKqODbjyoBRO9it0rLKtmDcxxI

Happy Birthday, James Cockburn!
e James was born on February 13,
1819 in England.

e INn 18719 the kick-scooter was
invented.

e Kids wore suits and long dresses
all the time in 1819.




James Cockburn Cupcakes!

At the annual February event at
Victoria Hall, specialty James
Cockburn treats are provided
by the Dutch Oven Bakery for
students to enjoy!




What was life like when James Cockburn
lived here?

Lang Pioneer Village has great tools
to see what kids wore and did in the
Victorian Age!

Lang Village Activity Documents for
printing

Heritage Minute: George Etienne
Cartier (1T min)

National Film Board: Sir John A
MacDonald (27 mins)

Photo courtesy of Northumberland County Archives & Museum (NCAM)


https://www.langpioneervillage.ca/education/history-at-home/
https://www.historicacanada.ca/content/heritage-minutes/sir-george-etienne-cartier
https://www.nfb.ca/film/john_a_macdonald_impossible_idea/

NoO cars,

just horses W
and dirt roads. |

Photo courtesy of NCAM




This was the Clench Family home.
't is now Jim's Pizza restaurant.

Do you recognize it? Can you see Mr. Clench?

Photo courtesy of NCAM



Children’s activities during Confederation

e Skates would fasten on to your boot with
leather straps.

e \Wooden tops were popular and jumping
jacks.

e Checkers was a popular game.




More Activities

e Hoop and Stick was usually played on a wooden
sidewalk (called a boardwalk). You would move
the hoop with your hand and then continue to
make it move on the ground with the stick.

e Other activities included: reading, going to
Church, knitting and picnics, skipping with a rope,
pick-up sticks and marbles.




Victoria Hall & the Cobourg-Peterborough Railway

e This railway was the first one built in Central Ontario.

e It crossed over Rice Lake on a bridge.

e T[he bridge wasn't strong enough though, and the whole
project collapsed.

o The people of Cobourg were innovative and ambitious and
they built this railway at the same time they built Victoria Hall.

Watch this short film: The Grand Gamble by John Taylor (14 mins)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-OF2lpcXs8&t=5s

One of the Fathers of Confederation

“Who's Your Father”
Quiz Here!

James Cockburn

Canadi <&
» &


https://whosyourfather.ca/

The Fathers of Confederation

Representatives met at the Charlottetown and Quebec
Conferences in 1864 to discuss uniting the provinces together to
form Canada.




Dominion of Canada

These representatives formed
the Dominion of Canada after it
was approved by Queen Victoria
and announced on July 1, 1867.

Canada A Country by Consent:
Confederation
canadahistoryproject.ca



http://www.canadahistoryproject.ca/

Proclamation

"We do ordain, declare, and command
that on and after the First day of July,
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
seven, the Provinces of Canada, Nova
Scotia, and New Brunswick, shall form
and be One Dominion, under the name
of Canada.” Queen Victoria, 1867

This is why we celebrate Canada Day on
July Tst every year!

THE Q
A PROCLAMA

~— Scotia, and New Brunswick, into one

‘Our Privy Couneil, have thonght
| We do ord e
un

For Uniting the Provinces of Canada, Nov:

~ Dominion. under the name of CANADA.
VICTORIA R.

WWHEREAS by an Act of Parliament,

s }{mswd on the Twenty-ninth day of March, One Thousand
Eight Hundred and Sixty-seven, in the Thirtieth vear of Our
reign,intituled, “AnActfor the Union of Canada, Nova Scotia, and
New Branswick, and the Government thereof, and for pu: S
connected therewith,” after divers recitals it is enacted that ** it shall
“be lawful for the Queen, by and with the advice of Her Majesty’s
“ Most Honorable Privy Council, to declare, by Proclamation, that
“on and after a day therein appointed, not heing more than six
“months after the passing of this Aect, the Provinees of Canada,
“Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, shall form and be One Domi-

| “nion under the name of Canada, and on and afier that day those

“Three Provinees shall form and be One Dominion under that
“Name accordingly;” and it is thereby further enacted, that
“Such Persons shall be first summoned to the Senate as the Queen
“by Warrant, under Her Majesty’s Royal Sien Manual, thinks fit
“to approve, and their Nn”mo.s shall be inserted in the Queen’s

_* Proclamation_of Unjon: et St .s
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James Cockburn is so
important to Cobourg'’s
history that the Town of
Cobourg declared it's own
proclamation that every
August Civic holiday, James
Cockburn Day shall be
celebrated!

THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF CCBOURG

E’nereas:
whereas:
whereas.

ﬁse it known:

Proclamation

Council supported a presentation from Rob Franklin, as
James Cockburn, to procialm Monday, August 5, 2019, as
James Cockburn Day in the Town of Cobourg; and

Tnis year marks the 200™ anniversary of James Cockburn,
former Father of Confederation, Cobourg Councll
member and Cobourg Selicitor; and

Monday, August 5, 2012 (Civic Holiday) is a sianificant day
for residents of Cobourg, as we remember the incredible
contributions of James Cockburn and refiect on the great
history of the Town of Cobourg; and

Tnat council proclaim Monday, August 5, 2019 as ‘lames
Cockburn Day' in the Town of Cobourg and encourage all
residents and tourists to take part in the celebrations of
James Cackburn Day, which include the James Cockburn
Rocom in Victoria Hall, the James Cockburn Play on
Saturday, August 3, 2012 at 11:00 A.M. in front of Victoria
Hall and on Nonday, August 5, 2019 at 11:00 AM. at the
Siften-Cook Heritage Centre, Cobourg.

signed this 22™ day of July, 2019

_ Ay
r John Hendersan




Parks Canada put up a plaque
in front of Victoria Hall
honouring James Cockburn.

Can you find it next time you
walk by?




James set up his law office in Cobourg
in 1845. When Victoria Hall opened in
1860, he moved his office into the Hall.

This was his Speaker Chair, on loan
from the House of Commons in
Ottawa, from 2016 - 2017.

Ask staff to see his office next time you
visit Victoria Hall!
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Resources at Cobourg Public Library

Peacock,Shane. Unusual heroes: Canada’s Prime Ministers and
Fathers of Confederation. J971.0099 Pea

Climo, Percy. The Honourable James Cockburn. Ref 971 Cli LH
Conflicts, Changes and Confederation, 1/70-1867. J971.03 Nel
The History of Canada (DVD). J971 His DVD



Remembering Rick Harnden

Rick was a volunteer every year with the
James Cockburn annual birthday event.

He and his daughter, Noelle, brought
hands-on equipment to demonstrate to
area students, including a printing press,
which children loved!

Rick passed away December 18th, 2019
and is greatly missed. Thank you, Rick!



Feedback

Please email your feedback to:
rperry@cobourg.library.on.ca

We thank you for your participation |
in our first-ever virtual James
Cockburn Day event.

Your comments are important to us
and will be taken into consideration
when planning future James
Cockburn Day events. We hope to
see you back in Victoria Hall soon!



mailto:rperry@cobourg.library.on.ca

Thank you

Please contact the Town of Cobourg, the Cobourg Public Library,
and Northumberland County Archives & Museum
it you would like to learn more!
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